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ABSTRACT: Deprotonation of a cyclotriphosphazene
with a tert-butylamino group in the side chain results in
ring expansion to a very stable, planar cyclohexaphospha-
zene derivative that still contains eight P−Cl bonds
suitable for forming macromolecular structures.

Cyclophosphazenes have many reactive P−halogen bonds,
which are important in the preparation of a wide range of

derivatives having diverse applications.1−8 Although substitu-
tion reactions of cyclophosphazenes are well-known, there are
fewer studies on deprotonation reactions. In our previous work,
we investigated deprotonation reactions in the presence of a
strong base of cyclotriphosphazenes containing P−NHR
groups in the side chain [R = (CH2)5CH3, CH(CH3)2, Ph]
and obtained stable bicyclophosphazenes linked with cyclo-
phosphazane rings in a spiro arrangement in different relative
yields (68%, 49%, and 19%, respectively).9

In order to understand the role of the steric effect on the
formation of spiro-bridged compounds, we treated cyclo-
triphosphazene derivatives having butylamino groups in the
side chain [N3P3Cl5(NHR), where R = n-butyl, i-butyl, sec-
butyl, tert-butyl] directly with sodium hydride in a 1:1 molar
ratio in tetrahydrofuran at room temperature for 2 h under an
argon atmosphere. The expected spiro-bridged compounds
consisting of cyclophosphazene−cyclophosphazane−cyclo-
phosphazene rings (2a−2c) were formed with n-butyl-, i-
butyl-, and sec-butylaminocyclophosphazene derivatives
(Scheme 1), whereas the tert-butylaminocyclotriphosphazene
reactant formed a novel type of cyclohexaphosphazene
derivative (3) because of ring expansion as a result of the
deprotonation reaction (Scheme 2). The proton-decoupled 31P
NMR spectra of compounds 2a and 2b consist of two

multiplets corresponding to one P−spiro group and two PCl2
groups similar to analogous compounds formed previously,9

whereas those for 2c, which contains a chiral center in each side
chain, consist of two sets of similar multiplets corresponding to
meso and racemic diastereisomers.10 The proton-decoupled 31P
NMR spectrum of compound 3 is observed as a very complex
spin system because of very similar chemical shifts and multiple
coupling paths.
The molecular structures of compounds 2a−2c and 3 were

established by X-ray structure analysis. The crystallographic
data (Table S1) and selected bond lengths, bond angles, and
conformational parameters (Table S2) are summarized in the
Supporting Information. In all structures, the molecule sits on
an inversion center.
The molecular structures of compounds 2a−2c (Figure 1)

are similar to the analogous spiro-bridged cyclotriphosphazene
compounds,9 in that the two nearly planar cyclophosphazene
(P3N3) rings are linked in a spiro arrangement by the 4-
membered planar cyclophosphazane (P2N2) ring to form
dispirane compounds, in which the two cyclophosphazene
rings are coplanar and perpendicular to the planes of the
cyclophosphazane (P2N2) rings. The bond lengths and angles
of the cyclophosphazene rings are similar to those reported for
many other cyclotriphosphazene structures in the literature,1−8

and the structural parameters for spiro-bridged cyclotriphos-
phazene compounds 2a−2c (Table S2 in the Supporting
Information) are similar to those of the spiro-bridged dispirane
cyclotriphosphazene compounds in the literature.4e,9

The molecular structure of compound 3 (Figure 2a) shows
that the 12-membered cyclohexaphosphazene ring (P6N6) is
bridged by the 4-membered cyclophosphazane (P2N2) rings to
form a novel type of bicyclic compound. The P−N bond
lengths of the cyclohexaphosphazene are in the range of
1.5497(13)−1.5843(11) Å (Table S2 in the Supporting
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of Compounds 2a−2c

Scheme 2. Synthesis of Compound 3
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Information), which are similar to those in the crystal structures
of the two cyclohexaphosphazene derivatives (P6N6R12, where
R = Me, OMe) in the literature.11 In these structures, the 12-
membered cyclohexaphosphazene (P6N6) ring has a double-tub
conformation,11 in contrast to compound 3, where the
cyclohexaphosphazene is nearly planar. The maximum
deviation from the mean plane of the P6N6 ring in compound
3 is only 0.0983(4) Å (P3 atom), and this planarity is
supported by the mean plane of the P6N6 ring being
perpendicular to the planar P2N2 ring; the angle between the
two planes is 89.93° (Figure 2b). The molecular parameters of
the P2N2 cyclophosphazane ring of compound 3 (Table S2 in
the Supporting Information) are similar to those of analogous
compounds in the literature,4e,9 in that the bond angles within
the ring are close to right angles [N4−P1−N4# is 85.29(5)°
and P1−N4−P1# is 94.71(5)°], the N4 atom is trigonal planar
(the sum of the bond angles around N4 is 359.87°), and the

P1−N4 and P1#−N4 bonds are 1.6764(12) and 1.6763(11) Å,
respectively.
The yields of spiro-bridged compounds 2a−2c formed by

deprotonation reactions depend on the properties of the carbon
atom (α) bonded to the P−NHR group. If the α-carbon is a
primary carbon atom, the spiro-bridged compound is obtained
with the highest yield (for 2a, 72%, R = n-butyl; for 2b 69%, R
= i-butyl), but when the α-carbon is a secondary carbon atom,
the spiro-bridged compound has a much lower yield (for 2c,
40%, R = sec-butyl). These results are in line with those found
for the analogous spiro-bridged compounds by deprotonation
reactions of cyclophosphazene derivatives with secondary
amino groups in that a higher yield was obtained when the
α-carbon was a primary carbon atom (68%, R = n-hexyl) and a
lower yield for the secondary carbon derivative (49%, R = i-
propyl).9 On the other hand, when the α-carbon is a tertiary
carbon atom (R = tert-butyl), ring expansion occurs to form the
cyclohexaphosphazene derivative, compound 3. It has been
suggested that, if there is a bulky substituent on the
cyclotriphosphazene ring, then ring expansion probably occurs
during the polymerization process and that tetramer or higher
ring compounds may be formed,12 whereas in this work, a new
type of bicyclic cyclophosphazene compound was synthesized
and the ring expansion phenomenon was proven by X-ray
crystallography. In the formation of compound 3 (Scheme 3), it
is likely that the intermediate spiro-bridged cyclotriphospha-
zene derivative is first formed by a proton abstraction/chloride
ion elimination mechanism, as with the other the P−NHR
derivatives,9,13 and then the P−N bond of the cyclo-
phosphazene ring in the spiro-bridged compound is broken

Figure 1. Crystal structures of compounds (a) 2a, (b) 2b, and (c) 2c.
Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. The
hydrogen atoms have been omitted, and only one orientation of the
disordered C2 atom in compound 2c has been presented for clarity.
All three molecules sit on a center of symmetry. Symmetry codes (#)
are −x + 1, −y + 1, −z + 1 for 2a, −x + 1, −y + 1, −z + 2 for 2b, and −
x + 1, −y, −z + 2 for 2c.

Figure 2. (a) Crystal structure of compound 3 with the atom-
numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50%
probability level. The hydrogen atoms have been omitted for clarity.
(b) Angle between planes of the 12-membered cyclohexaphosphazene
(P6N6) and 4-membered cyclophosphazane (P2N2) rings in compound
3. The molecule is centrosymmetrical. The symmetry code (#) is −x,
−y + 2, −z.
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because of ring strain. It is possible that, in order to minimize
the strain in the whole molecule, the very reactive positive P+

and negative N− terminal groups can then mutually attack the
neighboring N3P3 rings and form the N6P6 rings, which are
stabilized by the interlocked N2P2 ring (Scheme 3). Compound
3 is very stable (melting point 303 °C) and has four PCl2
groups at the corners of a planar rectangle, which make it a
good precursor for the formation of different macromolecular
and dendrimeric systems.

■ ASSOCIATED CONTENT
*S Supporting Information
Synthesis, analyses, X-ray diffraction, and tables. This material is
available free of charge via the Internet at http://pubs.acs.org.

■ AUTHOR INFORMATION
Corresponding Author
*E-mail: besli@gyte.edu.tr. Tel.: +902626053120. Fax:
+902626053101.
Author Contributions
The manuscript was written through contributions of all
authors. All authors have given approval to the final version of
the manuscript.
Notes
The authors declare no competing financial interest.

■ REFERENCES
(1) (a) Chandrasekhar, V.; Murugesapandian, B. Acc. Chem. Res.
2009, 42, 1047−1062. (b) Gleria, M., De Jaeger, R., Eds. Applicative
Aspects of Cyclophosphazenes; Nova Science Publishers: New York,
2004. (c) Allcock, H. R. Chemistry and Applications of Polyphospha-
zenes; Wiley: Hoboken, NJ, 2003; p 1.
(2) (a) Kumar, D.; Singh, N.; Keshav, K.; Elias, A. J. Inorg. Chem.
2011, 50, 250−260. (b) Keshav, K.; Singh, N.; Elias, A. J. Inorg. Chem.
2010, 49, 5753−5765. (c) Kumar, M. S.; Gupta, R. P.; Elias, A. J. Inorg.
Chem. 2008, 47, 3433−3441. (d) Kumar, M. S.; Upreti, S.; Elias, A. J.
Inorg. Chem. 2006, 45, 7835−7842.
(3) (a) Chandrasekhar, V.; Andavan, G. T. S.; Azhakar, R.; Pandian,
B. M. Inorg. Chem. 2008, 47, 1922−1944. (b) Chandrasekhar, V.;
Thilagar, P.; Pandian, M. Coord. Chem. Rev. 2007, 251, 1045−1074.
(c) Chandrasekhar, V.; Pandian, B. M.; Azhakar, R. Inorg. Chem. 2006,
45, 3510−3518. (d) Chandrasekhar, V.; Krishnan, V.; Steiner, A.;
Bickley, J. F. Inorg. Chem. 2004, 43, 166−172. (e) Chandrasekhar, V.;
Krishnan, V. Adv. Inorg. Chem. 2002, 53, 159−173.
(4) (a) Boomishankar, R.; Richards, P. I.; Gupta, A. K.; Steiner, A.
Organometallics 2010, 29, 2515−2520. (b) Richards, P. I.; Bickley, J.
F.; Boomishankar, R.; Steiner, A. Chem. Commun. 2008, 1656−1658.
(c) Benson, M. A.; Ledger, J.; Steiner, A. Chem. Commun. 2007, 3823−
3825. (d) Boomishankar, R.; Ledger, J.; Guilbaud, J. B.; Campbell, N.
L.; Bacsa, J.; Bonar-Law, R.; Khimyak, Y. Z.; Steiner, A. Chem.
Commun. 2007, 5152−5154. (e) Benson, M. A.; Zacchini, S.;

Boomishankar, R.; Chan, Y.; Steiner, A. Inorg. Chem. 2007, 46,
7097−7108. (f) Richards, P. I.; Steiner, A. Inorg. Chem. 2005, 44, 275−
281. (f) Richards, P. I.; Steiner, A. Inorg. Chem. 2004, 43, 2810−2817.
(5) (a) Omotowa, B. A.; Phillips, B. S.; Zabinski, J. S.; Shreeve, J. M.
Inorg. Chem. 2004, 43, 5466−5471. (b) Muralidharan, K.; Omotowa,
B. A.; Twamley, B.; Piekarski, C.; Shreeve, J. M. Chem. Commun. 2005,
5193−5195.
(6) (a) Carter, K. R.; Calichman, M.; Allen, C. W. Inorg. Chem. 2009,
48, 7476−7481. (b) Calichman, M.; Derecskei-Kovacs, A.; Allen, C.
W. Inorg. Chem. 2007, 46, 2011−2016. (c) Bahadur, M.; Allen, C. W.;
Geiger, W. E.; Bridges, A. Can. J. Chem. 2002, 80, 1393−1397.
(d) Nataro, C.; Myer, C. N.; Cleaver, W. M.; Allen, C. W. J.
Organomet. Chem. 2001, 637−639, 284−290.
(7) (a) Carriedo, G. A.; Crochet, P.; Alonso, F. J. G.; Gimeno, J.;
Persa-Soto, A. Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2004, 18, 3668−3674. (b) Carriedo,
G. A.; Garcia-Alonso, F. J.; Garcia-Alvarez, J. L.; Pappalardo, G. C.;
Punzo, F.; Rossi, P. Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2003, 13, 2413−2418.
(c) Carriedo, G. A.; Alonso, F. J.; Elipe, P. G.; Brillas, E.; Julia, L. Org.
Lett. 2001, 3, 1625−1628. (d) Ainscough, E. W.; Brodie, A. M.;
Davidson, R. J.; Moubaraki, B.; Murray, K. S.; Otter, C. A.; Waterland,
M. R. Inorg. Chem. 2008, 47, 9182−9192. (e) Ainscough, E. W.;
Brodie, A. M.; Derwahl, A.; Kirk, S.; Otter, C. A. Inorg. Chem. 2007,
46, 9841−9852.
(8) (a) Asmafiliz, N.; Kılıc,̧ Z.; Ozturk, A.; Hokelek, T.; Koc, L. Y.;
Acik, L.; Kisa, O.; Albay, A.; Ustundag, Z.; Solak, A. O. Inorg. Chem.
2009, 48, 10102−10116. (b) Ilter, E. E.; Asmafiliz, N.; Kilic, Z.; Isiklan,
M.; Hokelek, T.; Caylak, N.; Sahin, E. Inorg. Chem. 2007, 46, 9931−
9944. (c) Bilge, S.; Demiriz, S.; Okumus, A.; Kilic, Z.; Tercan, B.;
Hokelek, T.; Buyukgungor, O. Inorg. Chem. 2006, 45, 8755−8767.
(9) (a) Besli, S.; Coles, S. J.; Davies, D. B.; Erkovan, A. O.;
Hursthouse, M. B.; Kılıc,̧ A. Inorg. Chem. 2008, 47, 5042−5044.
(b) Besli, S.; Coles, S. J.; Davies, D. B.; Kılıc,̧ A.; Shaw, R. A. Dalton
Trans. 2011, 40, 5307−5315.
(10) Vicente, V.; Fruchier, A.; Cristeau, H. J. Magn. Reson. Chem.
2003, 41, 183−192.
(11) (a) Dougill, M. W.; Paddock, N. L. J. Chem. Soc., Dalton Trans.
1974, 1022−1029. (b) Oakley, R. T.; Paddock, N. L.; Rettig, S. J.;
Trotter, J. Can. J. Chem. 1977, 55, 3118−3123.
(12) (a) De Jaeger, R.; Gleria, M. Polyphosphazenes. In New Aspects
in Phosphorus Chemistry; Majoral, V. J. P., Ed.; Springer: Amsterdam,
The Netherlands 2005; p 181. (b) Allen, C. W. Phosphazenes. In
Organophosphorus Chemistry; Allen, D. W., Walker, B. J., Eds.; RSC:
Cambridge, U.K., 1994; Vol. 25, Chapter 6, p 294.
(13) (a) Krishnamurty, S. S.; Ramachandran, K.; Sau, A. C.; Shaw, R.
A.; Murthy, A. R. V.; Woods, M. Inorg. Chem. 1979, 18, 2010−2014.
(b) Narayanaswamy, P. Y.; Dhathathreyan, K. S.; Krishnamurty, S. S.
Inorg. Chem. 1985, 24, 640−642. (c) Krishnamurty, S. S. Phosphorous,
Sulfur Silica 1989, 41, 375−391.

Scheme 3. Possible Mechanism for the Formation of
Compound 3 (R = tert-Butyl)
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